
 
 

Writing an Artist’s Statement 

An Artist Statement is a brief explanation of a body of work, installation, or single work. Artist 
statements are meant to be short and as to the point as possible. You do not, however, want to be so 
vague and general that the reader cannot understand your vision. Think of the artist statement as an 
opportunity to speak about parts of your work that cannot be understood simply through viewing the 
work. It is your opportunity to help viewers understand your work from your technical and conceptual 
point of view. The goal of the artist statement is to enhance the vision and credibility behind your work. 

Artist Statements are used in the following ways:   

• to give further insight into your artwork both technically and conceptually 

 • to be included in a personal promotion/presentation package that are requested by prospective 
employers and/or by galleries and museums exhibiting your work. Artist statements can be a selling 
point for your work. 

 • to be used in publications featuring your artwork 

Keep in mind the following concerning artist statements:  

• They should be brief and to the point 

 • Topics of artist’s statement may include: 

1. brief biography   

2. media, materials, and techniques used (and for what purpose)  

3. concept/thought process/meaning behind the work   

4. themes and issues underlying or influencing your work   

5. Inspirations (artists, art movements, places, people) 

(think of the components of art: subject matter, form, and content; or the what, how, and why) 

• Stay away from generalized or vague statements that don’t lead the reader anywhere 

 • Stay away from obscure and cryptic language   

• Be confident in your statements rather than confusing the reader about your intent by using statements 
such as “I am trying to...”, or “I hope to...”   

• When describing your media, materials, and techniques assume that everyone who reads your artist 
statement is unfamiliar with your processes. In other words, use terms understandable by the 
layman.  •You may also very BRIEFLY mention your outstanding accomplishments 

Artist Statements (first draft) Due: 2/5 

 
 



	


