
 
 

In Class LR Exercise: Making a Panorama using Lightroom 
 

 
The following exercise will walk you through creating a Panorama using Lightroom. You must expose a set 
of images suitable to “stitch” together in Lightroom. So, you will first begin by making a set of exposures 
using your camera. 

Exposing Images with your Camera for Panorama: 

There are a few things that are important to understand when making images to stitch together: 

1. Use consistent settings. Don’t change your settings as you begin to shoot. Keep your shutter 
speed, aperture, ISO and white balance the same for each shot. 

2. Meter for the highlights (a lot of times, this means the sky) and then develop for the shadows. In 
other words, be sure you have plenty of texture detail in your highlights. If you have lost detail in 
your shadows, address those areas in the Develop Module of Lightroom. 

3. Overlap your images! In order for Lighroom to be able to stitch your images back together you must 
overlap enough from image to image. If you are using a wide angle lens or focal length you may 
need to overlap by as much as 50% 

4. Camera Orientation. Experiment with exposing by holding your camera in both the horizontal and 
vertical orientation. Keep in mind, you will get more “real estate” by shooting vertical. 

5. Back up. Often times you will lose some of your image due to cropping, especially if you aren’t 
using a tripod. Be sure to include more in the scene than you want to anticipate cropping. 

6. If you want to keep the horizon level, use a tripod and level both the camera and the tripod. 
7. Rotate around the center axis of the lens, or put one of your feet in front of you and rotate the 

camera around the front of your big toe, rather than rotating at the waist.  
8. Focus once and then set it to Manual Focus to lock the focus.  
9. Put your left hand pointing right in front the of the camera and take a picture of it to indicate that 

the next exposure will be the start of your panorama series. After you have finished your last 
exposure in the scene, place your right hand in the scene point left to indicate the end. Doesn’t 
matter if these two shots are in focus, they are just to help you distinguish which exposures to 
stitch together in Lightroom.  

Merging the Exposures to Create a Panorama in Lightroom. 

1. Open Lightroom and Import your panorama exposures. 
2. Go to the Develop Module.  
3. Select the Source Images you wish to merge or “stitch.” 
4. Select Photo>Photo Merge> Panorama 
5. Choose a layout perspective. 

Explanation of Layout Perspective: https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom/help/panorama.html 

Spherical: Aligns and transforms the images as if they were mapped to the inside of a sphere. This projection 
mode is great for really wide or multirow panoramas / HDR panorama. 
 
Perspective: Projects the panorama / HDR panorama as if it were mapped to a flat surface. Since this mode 
keeps straight lines straight, it is great for architectural photography. Really wide panoramas may not work well 
with this mode due to excessive distortion near the edges of the resulting panorama. 
 
Cylindrical: Projects the panorama / HDR panorama as if it were mapped to the inside of a cylinder. This 



projection mode works really well for wide panoramas, but it also keeps vertical lines straight. 

6. Select Auto Crop, if desired. 
7. Click Merge. Lightroom will creates a panorama and adds it to your catalog. 

*Keep in mind, the more exposures you merge, the larger the file you will have. 

 

Please be sure Professor has checked your work before leaving class.  

     


