
	
	
 
Assignment 1: One Object Ten Lights 
Art 328/Photographic Lighting 
Professor Julie Mixon 
Spring 2016 
 

 
Overview: 
In its simplest form, photography is light, a lens and a light tight box. It is a blend of science and art, 
technique and craft, subjective and the objective. Photographic lighting is blending scientific information 
regarding qualities of light with the creative choices licensed to the artist. It is often said by experienced 
photographers that one needs to “see the light.” However, an important piece to this statement is often 
missing. It is imperative that one sees the light, not only with your eyes, but also the way the camera sees 
it. The photographer sees the beauty before them and forms a concept while the camera is just a 
machine, capturing what it has been designed to capture. We must learn to control the camera in a way 
that reveals our intentions for the subject matter of choice.  
 
Objective: 
The objective for this assignment is to begin to think like the camera in regards to light. Choose a three-
dimensional object. The object must be large enough to focus clearly with your lens of choice and must 
have at least two varying surfaces (shiny, metallic, gritty, matte, gloss, etc.). Photograph the object in as 
many qualities of light as you can. Here are some descriptions of varying qualities of light:  

1. daylight – early morning 
2. daylight – late afternoon 
3. daylight – mid-day 
4. artificial light – lamp light 
5. artificial light – flashlight or other light source 
6. artificial light – streetlight 
7. night photograph – light painting 
8. window lighting 
9. diffused or soft light (cloudy day, sun interrupted by diffuse material) 
10. directional light 
11. contrasty light 
12. harsh light 
13. multiple light sources 

  
Take note of how you see the light versus the camera.  
 
Requirements: 
Choose 10 images that represent varying qualities of light for this one object. Shoot in RAW, as this will 
be the standard shooting quality for the semester. Follow file and folder naming suggestions provided in 
Art 218. Organization is key. The 10 images you choose should be saved as JPG files and named 
appropriately: “1Object10Lights_1_ LastNameFirstName.jpg”, etc. 
Files should be in a separate folder and placed in the turn in folder on the network prior class time in 
preparation for image review. 
 
DUE DATE:  January 14th – bring object of choice to class 
  January 21st – images due for image review 
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
 

 

 


