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PROJECT 3: CYANOTYPES FROM DIGITAL NEGATIVES: 
BOTANICAL CONTSTRUCTIONS: UN-NATURAL CONSTRUCTIONS 

 
Overview: 
For this project we will be exploring the creation of digital negatives to use for the cyanotype process.  
 
Requirements: 
For this project you will create six cyanotypes. Two of the six images should be toned using a toning method (borax, 
coffee, tea, Dektol, etc.) other than the customary hydrogen peroxide bath that intensifies the blues. Also, two of the 
six images will be created from actual objects placed on the sensitized paper (like photograms).  
 
Content: 
For this project, I would like for you to develop a concept around constructing a composition using botanical elements 
apart from their original environment. The final image may be produced by a scanner or digital camera. 
 
Procedure: 
Step 1: Prepare Your Image 
After you have captured your image (either with DSLR or scanner) prepare you image in Photoshop according to 
your aesthetic desires. 
 
Step 2: Prepare Your Image for the Digital Negative Template 
The material we will be using to print the digital negative on will be Pictorico OHP transparency or Inkpress 
Transparency film. The paper provided is 8.5”x11”. You must size your image accordingly. It must be able to fit on a 
letter sheet and must be a resolution of 360dpi. If you have multiple layers for your image, you must flatten the layers 
before moving onto Step 4.  
 
Step 3: Set Color Settings in Photoshop 
In order to set up our template for printing we need to adjust our color settings in Photoshop. Go to Edit>Color 
Settings. Click “Load” on the right hand side of the color settings window. Navigate to the Digital Negatives folder in 
our class folder on the server. We are going to use a color setting file provided by Dan Burkeholder for use with 
digital negative methods. Select the file with a “.csf” file extension, then click Open.  
 
Step 4: Insert Image into Template 
Open the Cyanotype Digital Negative Template from the Digital Negatives folder in our class folder on the server. Be 
sure that the layer titled “Select This Text Layer before dragging your flat image” is selected before dragging your 
image over. When you drag your image into the template, don’t forget to hold the Shift key to center the image on the 
page. Your image should be inverted (negative) and should be colorized (orange-ish color). 
 
Step 5: Print 
Now you are ready to print. Go to File>Print. Select the appropriate printer and paper size for your image. Use the 
following dialog boxes to help you find the print settings: 



 (This is the Print Settings Box) 
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