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Intermediate Photography 

Fiber Based Paper 

There are two main types of Paper Stock: Resin-Coated (RC) Paper and Fiber-Based (FB) Paper.  

The following exert was taken from “The Ansel Adams Guide, Book 1: Basic Techniques of Photography”: 

“Fiber-based papers are high quality rag papers that incorporate fillers and optical brighteners. They very in tone 
from white to cream. Paper can last for centuries, and properly processed photographs should be able to endure 
for as long as the paper they are printed on. The papers we use today were first introduced in the 1880s, and many 
of those first prints still retain their original qualities. 

“Resin-coated papers have a thin layer of plastic over a paper or polymer base to make them waterproof. When 
they were first introduced in the 1970s they proved to be unstable, and the images on them degraded quickly, 
especially if they were exposed to light. Significant progress has been made since then, but tests still indicate that 
RC papers and images undergo serious degradation over time. They should not be used to make fine prints.” 

Characteristics: 

• Fiber Based papers were first used in the 1880s 

• Fiber-Based papers are usually high quality, higher than that of Resin-Coated papers. 

• Fiber-Based papers are used for professional presentation 

• They vary in paper tone from bright white to an off-white or cream color base. 

• If properly processed and stored fiber based paper can last for centuries. 

• Most Fiber Based papers have a dry down effect, meaning as the paper dries after being processed it gets 
flatter and darker.  

• The paper often curls after it dries. How much it curls depends on the manner in which it dries. 

• Like Resin-Coated papers, Fiber Based papers have many surfaces from matte, semi-matte, glossy, and 
also have different weights from single, to medium, to double. You can also choose between neutral, cool 
and warm tone papers. 

• FB papers come in multi-grade/variable contrast as well as graded. Multi-grade or variable contrast means 
the paper has a blend of two emulsions, one high contrast and one low, each containing dyes sensitized to 
respond to a different part of the visible spectrum. By using filters or by using a color head (variable color 
light source), you can change the contrast grade of the paper. So, in short, you can use filters to control 
contrast. Graded papers come in separate packs and range from Grade 1 (lowest contrast) to Grade 6 
(highest contrast).  

Advantages: 

• Archival Quality 

• Paper Quality is much nicer than RC 

Disadvantages: 

• Cost: FB paper is more expensive than RC 

• Dry down effect 

• Processing time is longer than RC 



Processing Times: (for Sprint Chemicals) 

• Developer: 2 minutes 

• Stop Bath: 1 minute 

• Fixer: 3 minutes 

• Water Wash: 1 minutes 

• Fixer Remover: 3 minutes 

• Water Wash: 10 minutes 

 


